treating
patches whose size increased with the length of the treatment ( Fig. 2A and B ). These patches ultimately occupied the entire secondary vacuole. 1C) . These granules, whose size was between 5 and 10 nm, were also seen in the tertiary vacuoles (Fig.  2D) . These granules are observed in stained and unstained sections.
The number of granules in the vacuoles increased with increasing duration of treatment, thus explaining the microanalytical data.
Moreover, from microprobe analysis no chromium in other portions of the cell were demonstrated. Acid phosphatase activity:
The vacuoles that concentrated chromium also tested positively for phosphatase activity (Fig. 4) . Indeed, the reaction product would actually be com- chromium and lead were localized in different regions of the same vacuole (Fig. 4C ).
DISCUSSION
Chromium and its salts are considered to be products of atmospheric and industrial pollution (1, 16) . In addition, they are involved in numerous diseases (11, 14, 15 
